
 
RUTGERS, CORNELL MANDATE COVID-
19 VACCINES FOR STUDENTS. IS THIS

THE NEW NORM FOR COLLEGE? 
(usatoday.com)

 
The class of 2025 could have a new prerequisite for
college: Getting vaccinated against COVID-19.

The inoculations, once in short supply, have never
been more readily available in the country. What's
more, tens of millions of people have already been
vaccinated, and that rate is likely to increase.

Colleges have been particularly hard hit by pandemic
restrictions. They’re losing students who say they’re
tired of paying full-price tuition for virtual learning,
and that generally means less money for universities
that may already be struggling financially. A
vaccinated campus could be the step toward
normality that college leaders are seeking. But
mandating vaccines will come with logistical and
moral complications. 

  Continued on page 6

YOU'VE BEEN ADMITTED TO COLLEGE, WHAT’S NEXT
(collegedata.com)

 
Your years of herculean efforts have finally paid off. You can say it, “I got accepted!” Congratulations! Here are
the first things to do before starting your new college life.
After you've received your college acceptance letters, made your decision, posted your college acceptance
reaction on social media, and celebrated with friends and family, there's more work ahead. Here’s a checklist of
tasks to complete after you’ve been admitted to college.                              
                                                                                                                                             Continued on page 9

HOW TO NAVIGATE COLLEGE
ADMISSIONS LIMBO 
(accreditedschoolsonline.org)

 
When students get admitted to the colleges of their
choice, they’re elated. When they don’t, they’re
disappointed. But what happens when students get
stuck in college admissions limbo — not quite
accepted and not quite rejected by the schools they
want to attend?
What this means for students is that after a college
has reached its enrollment capacity, the college
may offer the opportunity to be placed on its waiting
list and have their candidacy revisited after the
school receives answers from accepted students.
Those who decide to remain on a waiting list may
be chosen for admission when the school
determines how many spots are available, but this is
not a guarantee. Although students who are wait-
listed don’t have to completely give up on the
possibility of attending their first-choice college, but
they also shouldn’t put all their eggs in that school’s
basket.      
                                              Continued on page 3
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CIA SCHOLARSHIPS

The Undergraduate Scholarship
Program is a financial needs-
based initiative that offers
undergraduate students an
unmatched experience in a
diverse, equitable, and inclusive
environment at the CIA. Deadline
June 18th 2021

 

EUGENE BRUNO
SCHOLARSHIP

To participate, students must
submit a 2-minute video essay
discussing the importance of
preventing distracted driving in
our communities. Deadline June
1st, 2021
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Celebrate!

Join Facebook groups for
your college

Watch for housing
deadlines 

Watch for registration
deadlines

Participate in virtual
events 

Plan your move

BBB ETHICAL TORCH
ESSAY SCHOLARSHIP

The BBB seeks to honor
ethical students for doing the
right thing in Greater Arizona
and Southern California.
Students will write a 400 word
essay on “The Importance of
Ethics and Integrity in our
Community.”
Deadline August 15th 2021 

EMERGING FILMMAKER
FELLOWSHIP

 
 Media Arts San Diego offers a
four-month fellowship provides
participants with stipends and
mentorship to produce their own
short films highlighting the
importance of ongoing local
efforts to build age-friendly
communities where people of all
ages can be healthy and thrive.
Deadlines to apply May 12th
2021. 

SENIOR CHECKLISTSCHOLARSHIPS
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CIRCLED IN NO SWEAT
SCHOLARSHIP

 
$2,500 scholarship open to teens 13
and older. Use the funds for anything
from education to summer camp.
Deadline June 30th 2021 

Fun Fact: 
There is no penalty for guessing

on the SAT, ACT, or AP exams
 

EEQUAL TIK TOK SPECIALIST
JOB

 
EEqual has tons of volunteer and
leadership opportunities available for
teenagers to take part in this summer.

https://www.caraccidentlawyer-sandiego.com/Scholarship.aspx
https://www.cia.gov/careers/jobs/undergraduate-scholarship-program/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1BKtm-S6JhCqqLb38YSC9GOLILn2PxxYKgbWJScD1QDw/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://www.bbb.org/pacific-southwest/student-scholarship/torch-award-scholarship/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1BKtm-S6JhCqqLb38YSC9GOLILn2PxxYKgbWJScD1QDw/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://www.caraccidentlawyer-sandiego.com/Scholarship.aspx
https://www.cirkledin.com/scholarships/?ref=Hubspot_K-12_April_EM_blast&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=119574221&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--iNQgOPhOpp4GHlG7-leoIN4ZW2_IkO2_HVIqbvg4rHhWbs1MoiLpBNnMdIImyarhCPzkajowwwl6zgjeymX-GyiDa1Q&utm_content=119574221&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.cirkledin.com/scholarships/?ref=Hubspot_K-12_April_EM_blast&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=119574221&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--iNQgOPhOpp4GHlG7-leoIN4ZW2_IkO2_HVIqbvg4rHhWbs1MoiLpBNnMdIImyarhCPzkajowwwl6zgjeymX-GyiDa1Q&utm_content=119574221&utm_source=hs_email
http://eequal.org/join


HOW TO NAVIGATE COLLEGE ADMISSIONS LIMBO 
Continued from page 1

“In many ways, colleges’ wait lists are the Wild West of the college admissions process, meaning anything is
possible during the wait list process,” Craig Meister, founder of Admissions Intel, a website providing
undergraduate admissions guidance. “Everything from no students getting off the wait list to hundreds getting
off the wait list.”Get a clear picture of the odds - call the school and ask where you are on the wait list, when will
students be notified. 
Express interest in remaining on the wait list - let the school know you want to stay on the list, but know that you
will be notified later than other students so you may have fewer housing and financial aid options. 
Pay the deposit for another school - there’s no guarantee so pay a deposit to another school to secure a place. 
Increase chances of getting in - demonstrate interest in the school by reaching out to the admissions counselor
either in a letter or an interview, keep your grades up, solicit alumni recommendations, update the school on
any new activities or accomplishments, act quickly if you are offered a spot and let any backup school know
right away so they can fill the spot off their wait list. 

34 percent of colleges maintain waiting lists. Generally, waiting lists are kept by highly selective
schools or those that have low rates of students who enroll after acceptance.
Private colleges are more likely to use waiting lists than public ones.
During the Fall 2016 admissions cycle, about 23 percent of students who decided to remain on
waiting lists were admitted by the schools.
550 colleges use waiting lists.
In the Fall 2016 admissions cycle, 48 percent of students who were wait-listed chose to remain
on the waiting lists.
10 percent of college applicants end up on waiting lists.

Fast Facts About the College Wait List
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Sending a recommendation from the school
principal or additional teachers will get a student

off a wait list
 
 

When students are placed on wait lists, all they
have to do is wait to hear back from the schools.

 

“I have seen all of these attempted, and usually
they don’t work because colleges don’t need more

third-party advice on your credentials,” says
Meister.

 
Colleges expect students offered spots on waiting

lists to send wait list letters expressing their
continued interest in attending those schools.

 

Waiting List Myths Debunked
 

MYTH                                                                                      FACT



JUNIOR CHECKLIST
COLLEGE NEWS

 
The NCAA made it official announcing the Division I Council had
voted to approve a plan that will allow all college athletes to
transfer one time as an undergraduate without having to sit out a
season.

Leaders of national sororities delayed a vote last week on
whether to allow their organizations to change their definitions of
“women” in order to be more inclusive of nonbinary members,
according to a statement from National Panhellenic Conference

Starbucks and Arizona State University will open a research
and innovation facility, called the ASU-Starbucks Center for the
Future of the People and the Planet, in December 2021 on ASU's
campus in Tempe, Arizona

The former dean of Temple University's business school
"conspired and schemed to deceive the school’s applicants,
students, and donors into believing that the school offered top-
ranked business degree programs, so they would pay tuition and
make donations to Temple," according to the Justice Department.

San Diego State University is defending a longtime lecturer of
film who used a racist example to explain the definition of
“ideology” to his students. San Diego State said in a statement
that the comments in question came during an hourlong lecture
“highlighting examples of how racism and discrimination have
been portrayed in television and film, like the Roots and
Holocaust miniseries of the 1970s, over time.” 

Schedule virtual college
visits

Take virtual college tours 

Visit campuses if possible 

Start making your college
list 

Apply for summer
internships, programs, job

ACT - Next test date is June
12th. You must register by
May 7th.

SAT - May and June test
dates cancelled due to
Covid-19 concerns

THE COLLEGE CONNECTION NEWSLETTER

LES ROCHES DISRUPTOR 2021
Bring us your idea to create positive
disruption in the hotel, travel and
tourism industry! Win a full ride
scholarship and one on one coaching
session with Airbnb guru Chip
Conley. 
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STEM SUMMER PROGRAM 
Students finishing their junior year can apply for the Team Tech
Challenge, a free virtual summer STEM program, brought to you by
Deloitte. 

CLAES NOBEL LEGACY AWARD
High school seniors graduating 2021 and
current college freshmen who have a
minimum GPA of 3.5 and who have
demonstrated in an outstanding manner
the values of NSHSS Co-founder Mr.
Claes Nobel. Deadline May 15th 2021

BIG SUN SCHOLARSHIP
All student athletes are eligible
regardless of the sport they are
engaged in or the capacity in
which they participate.
Deadline June 19, 2021

LIFTPARTS EXPRESS
SCHOLARSHIP

Write an essay that outlines
how much you expect to spend
to finish your schooling, how
you intend to pay for your
schooling, and what you expect
your job to be once you are
finished your schooling. 
 Deadline June 30th, 2021.

https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2021/04/09/sororities-vote-nonbinary-inclusion-policy
http://starbucks.corporate.asu.edu/center-for-the-future
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration.html
https://www.weareteachers.com/team-tech-challenge/?utm_source=MDR_WAT&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=Deloitte_2002_ARTICLE&mkt_tok=MjkwLVZTRS01NjYAAAF8ahWh_w94lEVD7UuWernhjIcBsEVtI-dAkBgARCxdkaHlVDv2R8AtO99tnPwVsuO2RiltRyN8id_r4301l72CUV9wob7gEfY8HmPI1WMNjw
https://bigsunathletics.com/
https://learn.lesroches.edu/next-disruptor-en.html
https://learn.lesroches.edu/next-disruptor-en.html
https://www.nshss.org/scholarships/s/the-claes-nobel-legacy-awards/
https://www.weareteachers.com/team-tech-challenge/?utm_source=MDR_WAT&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=Deloitte_2002_ARTICLE&mkt_tok=MjkwLVZTRS01NjYAAAF8ahWh_w94lEVD7UuWernhjIcBsEVtI-dAkBgARCxdkaHlVDv2R8AtO99tnPwVsuO2RiltRyN8id_r4301l72CUV9wob7gEfY8HmPI1WMNjw
https://www.nshss.org/scholarships/s/the-claes-nobel-legacy-awards/
https://learn.lesroches.edu/next-disruptor-en.html
https://www.forkliftpartsincalifornia.com/forklift-parts.php


Financial aid packages
Variety of academic programs offered
Special programs, such as study abroad
Clubs and activities on campus
Housing options

One to two safeties
Two to four good matches
One to two reaches

HOW TO FINALIZE YOUR COLLEGE LIST 
(bigfuture.collegeboard.org)

 
Once you’ve made a list of colleges you’re interested in, the next step is to narrow down the list to colleges
you’ll apply to. Most counselors recommend that students apply to five to eight colleges — more than that
usually doesn’t make sense. Here’s how to make your college list manageable.

If you’re at this point in the process, you’ve probably already looked into things such as location, size and
majors offered. Here are some other things to research:

Once you have a list of colleges you think you will be satisfied attending, sort it into three categories. At the
College Board, we introduce test scores as one additional factor to weigh as you refine your list:

Safeties:Your SAT or ACT score is higher than the average score range of last year’s freshman class. These
are colleges that you feel you have a very good chance of getting into and that you think you can afford to
attend. They should also be colleges you would be happy to attend.

Matches:Your SAT or ACT score is solidly in the same score range as last year’s freshman class. These are
colleges that you feel you have a good chance of getting into and that are good matches for you overall.

Reaches:Your SAT or ACT score is lower than the average score range of last year’s freshman class. These
are colleges that you think may be more of a challenge to get into. Getting in is not a sure thing, but it’s
realistic enough to be worth the effort of applying. Remember: colleges consider the whole package.

From your sorted list, you should choose:

By having a balanced list, you’re adding colleges that you may not have considered before. Ultimately, it’s
important to build a list that reflects your wants and needs while also keeping in mind what schools can meet
those needs and help you succeed.
With college applications, quality is better than quantity. You must complete each section of an application
carefully, and admission officers can tell if you’re not serious about their school. In fact, they look for students
who seem to really want to go to their school. You don’t have to go through this process alone. Your parents,
school counselor and teachers can help you think about your decisions and choose which schools to apply to.     

                                                                                                                                         Continued on page 7
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RUTGERS, CORNELL MANDATE COVID-19 VACCINES FOR STUDENTS. IS THIS THE
NEW NORM FOR COLLEGE?

  Continued from page 1

Rutgers University in New Jersey and Cornell University in upstate New York were among the first universities
to announce that their students would be required to be vaccinated if they wanted to study in-person during the
fall semester. University of California and California State University, two of the largest university systems in the
U.S., will require COVID-19 vaccinations for all students, faculty and staff on their campuses this fall. The
mandate is the largest of its kind in American higher education

Antonio Calcado, Rutgers' chief operating officer, said the college’s leadership team made its decision when
President Joe Biden announced that all adults would be eligible for vaccination by the end of May. (Though the
president recently moved that date up to April 19.) The public university in New Jersey is one of the largest in
the country with roughly 36,000 undergraduates and 16,000 more in graduate students on its campus in New
Brunswick.

“It doesn’t just make us safer. In the end, it makes our entire community safer," Calcado said. "That’s why we
think requiring is the way to go versus encouraging.”

Calcado sees three good reasons to require student vaccinations. One, their population interacts with others
often. Two, they tend to be mobile. And three, safety precautions may not be students' top concern. 

Though the policy has been lauded by students, universities have still built in medical and religious exemptions.
Students studying online will also be exempt. Other institutions that have announced vaccine mandates have
carved out similar exceptions for health or religious reasons. Nova Southeastern University’s requirement goes
further and requires that its employees be vaccinated as well. 

Debbie Schwartz, the operator of the Facebook group Paying for College 101, said the parents she has spoken
to want the “traditional college experience.”  

If vaccine mandates would bring back in-person learning and normal social interactions, she said most parents
would be in favor of those requirements. Though she did say some parents will be opposed to mandates of any
kind.

Dorit Rubinstein Reiss, a professor at the University of California, Hastings College of Law who studies vaccine
law, said “I am very sure we’ll see court cases,” she said. "I am also fairly certain – though you never know with
the courts – most or all of them will lose.”

But don’t expect to see the campuses of 2019 right away, even with vaccine mandates. Calcado, the Rutgers
administrator, said he expects distancing requirements, mask protocols and similar precautions will remain in
play during the fall. And he said there won't be large lecture halls full of students anytime soon. He did say he
expects to see more people on campus, just not all at the same time. 
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/PayingForCollege101/
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WHEN YOU TURN 18: A SURVIVAL GUIDE FOR TEENAGERS
 

Adulthood also brings new responsibilities and consequences. Your parents no longer have to support
you. You can now be sued personally. You are responsible for paying your own income taxes. You
must register for the military if you are a young man. And if you commit a crime, you will not have the
protection of the juvenile court and laws; you could wind up in jail for something that, at a younger age,
might have resulted in no more than a stern lecture and a ride home in a police car. This guide touches
on some of the laws that may apply to you at this turning point. Keep in mind that laws are constantly
subject to change. If you have a specific legal problem, you may want to consult an attorney.

What is the average class size and the student-to-faculty ratio? Are most classes taught by professors or
by teaching assistants?
What is the campus meal plan like? How is the food? What are the options?
What is the makeup of the current freshman class? Is the campus fairly diverse?
What's the social scene like? What kinds of activities are available?
Is there plenty of dorm space or is there a housing crunch?
How many students are commuters and how many are campus residents?

HOW TO FINALIZE YOUR COLLEGE LIST 
Continued from page 5

 
Remember, there will be more than one school that’s right for you. What you’re doing now is narrowing down
your options to good possibilities. After this step, you should be able to choose again — from those colleges
that offer you a place in their freshman class.
Why Visit Colleges?
A key part of deciding which college to go to is finding a good fit. And a great way to get more information is to
visit the colleges in person.
Of course, visiting colleges may not be possible for everyone, but it’s a good idea to make the trips, if you can.
It can help you determine whether a college is the right place for you.
Get a Firsthand View- A campus visit is your opportunity to get a firsthand view of a college. A college
catalog, brochure or website can only show you so much. To really get a feel for the college, you need to walk
around the quad, sit in on a class and visit the dorms.
Get Answers to Your Questions - A visit also gives you the chance to talk to students, faculty, and financial
aid and admission officers. You can get answers to important questions, including:

Get Valuable Information- Pick up any official college material you see, such as brochures and financial aid
forms. Don't forget to get business cards, too, so you'll have a real, live contact if you have a question about
admission or financial aid. Student newspapers and activity calendars give you a sense of what campus life is
really like. Check out bulletin boards to see what bands are coming to the campus, what parties are
advertised, what internships are posted and generally what the day-to-day energy of the place is.
Get Ready to Decide- Ultimately, it's your decision. Listen to your gut. Do you feel comfortable walking
around campus? Do you feel at home? Do you click with the students and faculty? Is this what you imagined
college to be like? Spending time on a campus helps you determine whether a college is a good fit.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yw_25qqXpx8erpZ1M65r2YxaDCvNARhp/view?usp=sharing
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Confirmation of your final financial aid award. Indicate which awards you'll accept, and return the signed
form to the financial aid office.
Housing and meal-plan forms. Look for a housing application and contract, and instructions for selecting a
roommate and paying your housing deposit. You'll also get instructions for selecting a meal plan. Some
colleges have postponed assigning or guaranteeing on-campus housing due to the pandemic. Check with
the housing or admissions office for further instructions.
Medical records and coverage.Your college may want to see your immunization record or require a physical
exam. It may also offer you medical insurance.
Bills for room and board, tuition, and other fees. Although payment policies may be altered or postponed
due to the pandemic, colleges normally expect you and your family to pay what you owe by the beginning of
each semester or quarter.

Discuss logistics with your parents. This includes banking, transportation options, and what to pack for
college.
Look into work-study. If you qualify for work-study, find out when you can begin applying for positions on
campus. The best jobs often get snapped up quickly.
Get in touch with your roommate(s). Even if on-campus housing won’t open as scheduled, connect with
your roommate if you are assigned one. While you might not get to live with your roommate right away, you
might live with them eventually—and it never hurts to meet someone new.
Give the college permission to talk to your parents. This helps your parents get information about your
college bills and lets the college communicate with them if there is an emergency.
Watch for updates. Colleges are responding to the changes brought about by the coronavirus as fast as
possible. Check social media and the college’s website regularly for updates.

YOU'VE BEEN ADMITTED TO COLLEGE, WHAT’S NEXT
  Continued from page 1

1. Decline other offers of admission. Colleges want to know if you won’t be attending so they can offer your
spot to another student. This can be as easy as clicking a box on the admissions website or emailing the
admissions office.
2. Set up your college email account. Once set up, use it for all your college communications.
3. Follow your college on social media. Join the Facebook group for your freshman class. Also follow the
social media accounts of the admissions office and relevant academic departments and clubs so you don’t miss
important announcements or events.     
4. Ask your high school to send your final transcript to the college. Don’t let your grades slip. Deciding
that you've worked hard enough for 3 1/2 years and coasting in the second semester of your senior year could
get your college acceptance revoked. It's not common, but it does happen.
5. Sign up for freshman orientation. Even though orientation might consist of one or more virtual events, you
might still need to sign up to reserve your spot. 
6. Register for placement tests, if required. Also, be sure to complete any assignments from your college
that you might receive. 
Carefully read every email, text, or letter you receive from your college. Share this information with your
parents, especially if they will be making payments or deposits on your behalf. Here’s some of the information
you can expect to receive. 

Over the summer, you’ll have more time to lay the groundwork for your new college life. Here are some tips.

Collegeconnectnews@gmail.com PO Box 90414 San Diego, CA 92169


